[Arthritides in the elderly].
The arthritides of the elderly comprise a fairly heterogeneous group of diseases. They include conditions that affect exclusively or predominantly the elderly (such as, for instance, remitting seronegative symmetric synovitis with pitting edema) and conditions affecting any age group, but which can present with peculiar features in the elderly, like rheumatoid arthritis and the seronegative arthropathies. Therefore, in order to arrive at a correct diagnosis, a knowledge of the specific features of these disorders is required. In addition, the treatment of elderly patients differs from that of other age groups in that elderly subjects appear to have an increased susceptibility to adverse reactions. This susceptibility is related both to the different metabolism of aged subjects, including the impairment of the renal function, and to the multiple therapies that such subjects often receive. In view of the ever increasing elderly population in the western world, all physicians, over and beyond the limited circle of rheumatologists, should be knowlegeable about the principles of diagnosing and treating senile arthritis.